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Keith Nuthall, Poorna Rodrigo, Raghavendra Verma, Jens Kastner, Kathryn 
Wortley and Sara Nabila Harris, International News Services, give an overview 
of the latest chemical regulation updates from across Asia and Europe 

Asia & Europe 
regulatory round-up
CHINA
The China Coatings Industry Association 
has published a draft standard for the 
manufacture and sale of antibacterial 
and antiviral coatings – a key growth 
segment during the Covid-19 pandemic. 
The draft specifies the terms, definitions, 
requirements, test methods, inspection 
rules, labelling, marking, packaging 
and storage of coating products with 
antibacterial and antiviral properties. The 
standard covers water-based, solvent-
based and radiation-cured coatings and 
powder coatings. The draft includes 
two levels of product classification: level 
one is suitable for locations with high 
requirements for antibacterial and antiviral 
properties (such as hospitals, schools and 
kindergartens); level two is suitable for 
places that require general antibacterial and 
antiviral performance requirements. See 
http://www.chinacoatingnet.com

TAIWAN
Taiwan’s Environmental Protection 
Administration on September 22 issued 
draft guidance for the ‘Application for 
Operation of Toxic Chemical Substances 
and Registration of Chemical Substances’. 
This gives advice on how to implement a 
revised regulation, ‘Administrative Measures 
for the Registration and Approval of Toxic 
and Concerned Chemical Substances’, 
which was amended and issued on 
January 15, changing the verification 
method of licenses, registration documents 
and approval documents. The new system 
enables one certificate to cover multiple 
substances used to make a paint or 
coating. The new draft information explains 
that the same business operator only 
needs to apply for and pay one certificate 
fee once to use multiple substances, which 
can substantially reduce administrative 
work and certificate fees. See https://www.
tcsb.gov.tw

THE PHILIPPINES
The Philippines Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has issued an order 

re-imposing licensing and registration 
requirements for using household or urban 
hazardous substances that had been 
scrapped during 2015. Under the circular, 
a license must be secured before engaging 
in the manufacture, import, export, sale, 
distribution, transfer, promotion, advertising 
and/or sponsorship of such products. 
Paints are among the products affected. 
The Philippine Exporters Confederation Inc 
(PHILEXPORT) expressed disappointment 
with the reinstating, arguing that the FDA 
should continue post-market monitoring 
of compliance instead of implementing 
“unreasonable regulatory procedures.” 
See: https://www.fda.gov.ph/wp-
content/uploads/2020/08/FDA-Circular-
No.2020-025.pdf

VIETNAM
Blogs by Vietnamese law firms indicate 
uncertainty among vehicle owners 
surrounding regulatory changes regarding 
the repainting of cars and motorcycles. 
Circular 58/2020 released by the Ministry 
of Public Security in June stipulates that 
a vehicle owner must file a request to a 
local police department or the vehicle 
registration office seeking permission 
before changing the paint colour. This 
must be approved before a respray, which 
will require the renewal or re-issuance of 
a vehicle registration certificate before 
this work can be undertaken. Motorcycle-
owners violating the provisions can be fined 
between Vietnamese Dong VND100,000–
200,000 (US$4.30–8.60); car owners 
VND300,000–400,000. See: https://
luatvietnam.vn/vi-pham-hanh-chinh/nghi-
dinh-100-2019-nd-cp-xu-phat-vi-pham-
giao-thong-179619-d1.html

SOUTH KOREA
South Korea’s environment ministry has 
restarted inspections of larger companies 
that handle hazardous chemicals to ensure 
they are complying with environmental 
health and safety rules. It will, however, 
extend the postponement of such 
inspections of small and medium-sized 

enterprises to help them withstand 
the COVID-19 pandemic. In April, the 
government delayed regular inspections 
of companies that were scheduled 
for inspection. The ministry will, when 
restarting the checks, also expand and 
operate non-face-to-face inspection using 
advanced equipment, such as long-
distance video detection vehicles, reducing 
infection risks for inspectors and company 
staff. See: http://me.go.kr/home/web/
board/read

NEW ZEALAND
New Zealand has concluded a second 
round of public consultation on adopting 
the Globally Harmonised System of 
Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 
(GHS) Revision 7 for hazardous 
chemicals, ahead of its proposed April 
2021 implementation, the country’s 
Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) 
said. The changes will update existing 
hazardous substance handling rules, 
including paint and coatings ingredients, 
converting them from their current alpha-
numeric Hazard Substance and New 
Organism (HSNO) classifications to global 
GHS classifications developed by the 
United Nations to classify chemicals and 
to communicate their hazards through 
labels and safety data sheets. Applying 
the GHS 7 will ensure New Zealand has 
an internationally-aligned classification 
system that facilitates trade and 
increases the effectiveness of chemicals 
management, the EPA said. See: https://
www.epa.govt.nz/public-consultations/
in-progress/ghs-implementation-
consultation-2/
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INDONESIA
Indonesian paint and coatings companies 
and buyers are being encouraged to 
comply with United Nations  (UN) policies 
and guidelines to reduce the use of lead 
in their products, with the work feeding 
into preparatory work to create national 
restrictions. The Gita Pertiwi Foundation 
and Nexus3 Foundation  organised 
webinars to raise awareness in Indonesia 
as part of the World Health Organisation’s 
(WHO) International Lead Poisoning 
Prevention Week in October 2020. The 
non-government organisations (NGOs) 
are advocating for a lead-free school 
building standard in Indonesia, as well 
as stricter regulations for responsible 
business to protect Indonesian children 
from lead in paint. The industry action is 
designed to aid Indonesia’s participation 
in the UN Environment Programme’s 
(UNEP) Strategic Approach to International 
Chemicals Management (SAICM) project 
to end lead usage in paints. See WHO 
campaigns for more information: https://
www.who.int/campaigns/international-lead-
poisoning-prevention-week

MALAYSIA
Coatings manufacturer PPG has 
announced it will participate in efforts 
launched by Malaysian government 
investment promotion agency, InvestKL 
to encourage major corporations to work 
with small-and-medium sized enterprises 
(SMEs) across Malaysia. PPG has said it 
will work with SMEs to design and produce 
plant equipment. InvestKL has said such 
collaboration will help major and smaller 
businesses cope with the COVID-19 
pandemic. Soma Swaminathan, PPG’s Asia 
Pacific General Manager and South East 
Asia Region Managing Director, said SME 
collaboration will help smaller businesses 
upskill staff by building their knowledge of 
the coatings value chain; PPG will gain from 
partners’ local knowledge and develop 
efficient and cost-effective solutions. See: 
https://www.investkl.gov.my

THAILAND
The Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation & Development (OECD) 
has announced that Thailand, a non-
OECD-member-country, has joined the 
OECD system for Mutual Acceptance 
of Data (MAD) for the assessment of 
chemicals. The multilateral agreement 
allows participating regulators to accept 
the results of non-clinical safety test 
studies performed on chemicals and 
chemical products in other countries. 
This includes industrial chemicals and 
biocides used in paints and coatings. 
The MAD system helps reduce conflicting 

national requirements and duplicated 
regulatory work, boosting co-operation 
between regulators, saving governments 
and chemical producers around €309M 
annually. See: https://www.oecd.org/env/
ehs/mutualacceptanceofdatamad.html

INDIA
The Indian government has shelved plans 
to impose anti-dumping duties on imports 
of titanium dioxide from China, Sagar Goel, 
President of the Indian Paint and Coating 
Association, has told APCJ. After a meeting 
with paint industry leaders on September 18 
in New Delhi, the secretary (top bureaucrat) 
at India’s ministry of commerce and industry 
agreed to send the proposal for review, he 
said, because of concerns about how the 
duty would inflate costs of this key paint 
input. Goel said India’s annual production 
of titanium dioxide is only 50,000t while its 
consumption by all industries is 350,000t, so 
imposing protective duties would be harmful.

JAPAN
The Japan Paint Manufacturers Association 
has released updated guidelines regarding 
the self-management of paints containing 
formaldehyde. Paint manufacturers 
making and selling these products in 
Japan had been asked to register their 
formaldehyde-containing paints, from 
October 1, 2020. The move is in response 
to a growing number of cases of ‘sick 
building syndrome’ in recent years, which 
is thought to be caused by chemicals like 
formaldehydes being used in construction 
materials, such as paints. See: https://
www.toryo.or.jp/jp/anzen/formaldehyde/
files/info201001.pdf
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EUROPE
A survey has concluded that 23% 
of inspected products imported into 
the European Union (EU) made with 
chemicals, including paints and coatings, 
are breaking EU REACH and CLP 
(classification, labelling and packaging) 
rules. A European Chemicals Agency 
(ECHA) probe has concluded: “Some 
imports contained illegal amounts of 
hazardous substances that are restricted 
in the EU, while others had incorrect 
hazard labelling.” A key concern was 
discovering the presence of restricted 
substances cadmium, lead and nickel 
in products. Assessors looked at 30 
coatings, paints, thinners and paint 
removers. Also, 79% of non-compliant 
items had been imported from 
China. See: https://echa.europa.eu/
documents/10162/13555/customs2_
project_report_en.pdf

ECHA looks determined to continue 
insisting that paint and coatings 
manufacturers report the risk of their 
products being improperly dumped 
by consumers and professional 
users under the EU’s planned single-
use plastics regulation. In its latest 
proposed text, ECHA has maintained 
this requirement and a rule that would 
force paint and coatings companies 
to include advice on disposal on 
packaging and labelling. Monitoring 
would, said ECHA, enable the European 
Commission to check whether paint 
and coatings emissions are declining, or 
whether “further action under REACH 
is required”. See: https://echa.europa.
eu/documents/10162/2ddaab18-76d6-
49a2-ec46-8350dabf5dc6

This rule would follow opposition from 
the paint and coatings sector, as detailed 
in new consultation documents released 
by the EU agency. German paint 
manufacturer Geholit+Wiemer argued 
such pollution estimates were bogus, 
because industrial and professional 
users can generally be expected to 
dispose of coatings safely, while private 
consumers’ behaviour is unpredictable. 
An unnamed Swedish paint company 
making paints and coatings with 
microspheres said if the rule insisted 
downstream users and traders 
monitored the possible environmental 
impacts of microspheres, sales might 
be deterred because of the complex 
assessments required. Microspheres can 
reduce paint volumes and hence waste, 
so their use has environmental benefit, 
it argued. See: https://echa.europa.eu/
registry-of-restriction-intentions/-/dislist/
details – September 1 dated entry.

The EU Council of Ministers has agreed 
a regulation that would authorise the 
union’s €80.9bn Horizon Europe 2021-8 
budget for research and development, 
which will be a source of funding for 
international R&D projects creating 
innovative paints and coatings. The 
programme does not currently include 
post-Brexit UK – for Britain to request 
participation, it would need to set aside 
sufficient additional funding to augment the 
overall budget. EU ministers want to finalise 
negotiations with the European Parliament 
so that the programme can be formally 
approved by December. See: https://www.
consilium.europa.eu/media/45766/st11251-
re01-en20.pdf

Web: www.internationalnewsservices.com
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